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Introduction

Nortish is a variant script developed primarily for
English, though can be adjusted to write a wide variety of
languages with various phonemes.

The alphabet is made up of initial, medial and final
consonants, along with two sets of vowels: single and
flowing.

Single Vowels
Single vowels are used mainly in monosyllabic words

or to finalize the last syllable of a word. Each vowel is
comprised of three main parts, as seen below in figure 1:

figure 1

ddd

(hook) (base) (stem)
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Figure 1 is pronounced “ah” (IPA [a:]) and would be
used to write a word such as “hot” (AJ!S ). Like vowels,

final consonants also have stems. However, the shape of
the stem is dictated by the stem shape of the preceding
vowel. For example, comparatively the word “heat” is
written as (ASJ.IS). In both the words “hot” and “heat”, the

final consonant is pronounced “t”, however, the stem of
either of these final consonants changes to accommodate
the preceding vowel’s stem.

Flowing Vowels

Flowing vowels are pronounced the exact same way
as single vowels, but are used to connect the letters of
multisyllabic words. They also help in emphasizing the
stem of the single vowel, as seen in figure 2:

figure 2
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Like figure 1, figure 2 also represents the letter
“ah” (IPA: [a:]), though would be used for a multisyllabic
word, such as the word “hotter” (AJLL{g ).

Example Text

The following pages categorize initial, medial, and
final consonants, along with vowels, variant consonants
and other logograms. Underneath is an example of the
script written in context, translated from Article 1 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and provided in
standard and handwritten form:

“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and
rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and
should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.
(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)”
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Initial Consonants (lower-case & upper-case) *(IPA)
A b (bed AI v (wa)

B33 k (ca AL w (wind)

A Z d (dog) qd 49y waa

A 5 i (far) & 24z (zebra)

S Z g (gol) 9 s st (store)

A AL n (home) j 5 U (chai

A Z d3 (jar) 1‘ f 6 (theater)

14 .{) | (leaf) 'j’ { / (ship)

Z Zx m (mouse) yayd 3 (genre)

/(J A n (note) 3 X sk (sky)

:5 3 p (park) j“f sp (spot)

£ & (rose) x silent letter used to capitalize vowels
5 5 s (sign)
Z Zt (tea)

* Note that &,Z.,Z., Z. and X, (r, g, z, t and the silent letter) attach to

the hook of the following vowel, as opposed to all other initial consonants,
which have a deliberate space between them and the following vowel.
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Vowels

JdL o (saw)
S (see)
S (sue)
AL e (set)
Jto oU (so)

2".» & (sat)
1 (sit)
4 (shut)

ﬂLo e1 (say)
JL o1 (soy)
4L v (should)

+)

hIL)CI!_ car
JL’ Iar EEII'
& 3r SII'
AL cor (ain)
AL 5 (or)

2".. ar (eye)
ﬁm au (cow)

2!|.o arer (fire)

ﬁ[ﬁ avar (hour)

*(IPA)
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Final Consonants *(IPA)
“I!.': b (crab) JI! tf (watch)

JL,’ k (sack) dis 0 (math)

& d (add) Jlif [ (fish)

ka (leaf) % 3 (massage)

.Ik g (rug) Jg sk (desk)

dl o5 (age) dly sp (wasp)

JI.I)| (fall) Jg n  (king)

dly m (room) Ly mp (camp)

J!:l N (sun) Jl,’ R P
dlg o (top)

Jlj‘ s (class)

JE t (cat)

“I!i v (of)

J% 2 (jazz)

Jlj“ st (west)
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Medial Consonants

JIJ f (after) Z|) gl (glad)

.Il.l) | (also) z} tl (little)

dis 0, 0 (other)

*(IPA)

Besides these three, all medial consonants are written

in their initial lower-case form.

Variant Consonants

*(IPA)

,, blaced between a consonant and/or vowel to signify “y”

* As in the word “human” (ML=l ).

, placed between a consonant and/or vowel to signify “r”

- As in the word “tree” (z,Jlj ).

_ placed between a consonant and/or vowel to signify “r”

* Primarily used between 5 or § " and a vowel, as in

the word “street” (5,33 ).

4 Placed between a consonant and/or vowel to signify “w”

» As in the word “queen” (.5,25 i
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Variant Consonants (Continued)

* placed after an final consonant to signify “s or z”
 As in the word “lights” {{l’.'llz;* ).
3 placed after an final consonant to signify “t”
* As in the word “rent” (&AL} ).
"™ placed after an final consonant to signify “st”
* As in the word “against” (J..z.ﬂl_.lﬂ ).
s placed after an final consonant to signify “ts”
* As in the word “pants” (&l ).

Variant Final Consonants

*(IPA)

*(IPA)

These final consonants are used to tie together letters
in words that use “4 or .{3 (n or |) before a final vowel.

k K As in the word “milk” (z28), ).
£ kK Asinthe word “sink” (&S, ).
B d As in the word “old” (—% ).

‘£ d As in the word “end” (aL4 ).
k f As in the word “self” (sﬂlﬁ B
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Variant Final Consonants (Continued) *(1IPA)
¢ d3  Asin the word “range” (£JLa ).

1 M Asinthe word “realm” (b)Y ).

¢ P Asinthe word “help” (4db ).

B t As in the word “belt” (L) ).
)5 tf As in the word “zilch” (Z..:Rl))5 ).
’5 t/  Asinthe word “lunch” (4}24%% ).

is 0, 0 Asinthe word “tenth” (AL s ).

Z 0 As in the word “Welsh” (»dﬂll))if ).

Variant Medial Consonants *(IPA)
lp | As in the word “claw” (3L)dL ).
L|) | As in the word “certainly” (a{ﬁzﬂbﬂli)&g L

)5 6,5 Asin the word “although” (st ).



An Introduction to Nortish (English Equivalent)
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Logograms

R and (like an ampersand: &)

/& but
A or

10

E. because

E the
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Punctuation
o Standard period (.)
8 implies desired action or result
$ implies undesired action or result
4’ exclamation mark (!)
;5 question mark (?)
? implies sarcasm
, standard comma (;)

( ) brackets

r .
J quotations (“7)



