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VOWELS 

The default symbol for vowels is  x.  Roundness is indicated with a swirl below the vowel symbol: x= . The swirl is derived from the frontness / labial indicator.  

 
 Short Vowels  
 

 Front 

qõ 
Near-Front 

kõ 

Central 

õ 

Near-Back 

õK 

Back 

õQ 

Open 

õÀ qa ka a aK aQ 

Near-Open 

õÈ qxè kxè xè xèK xèQ 

Open-Mid 

õÌ qxì kxì xì xìK xìQ 

Mid 

õ 
e kx x xK o 

Close-Mid 

õÒ qxò kxò xò xòK xòQ 

Near-Close 

õÙ qxù kxù xù xùK xùQ 

Close 

õÂ i kxâ xâ xâK u 
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Long Vowels 

For long vowels, the default vowel symbol x is joined to a lengthener marker, which transforms the symbol into |. For the near back and back positions, the tail of the lengthener is swung forward to curl around the position 

marker: x}\\. 
 

 Front 

qõ 

Near-Front 

kõ 

Central 

õ 

Near-Back 

õK 

Back 

õQ 

Open 

õÀ EÀ ÝÀ A a}\\K a}Q 

Near-Open 

õÈ EÈ ÝÈ |È xè}\\K xè}Q 

Open-Mid 

õÌ EÌ ÝÌ |Ì xì}\\K xì}Q 

Mid 

õ 
E Ý | x}\\K O 

Close-Mid 

õÒ EÒ ÝÒ |Ò xò}\\K xò}Q 

Near-Close 

õÙ EÙ ÝÙ |Ù xù}\\K xù}Q 

Close 

õÂ I ÝÂ |Â xâ}\\K U 

 
Primary stress is indicated with a dot high above the main vowel of a word (or, in the absence of a vowel, above the first consonant of the stressed syllable of a word).  
 
 
SEMIVOWELS 
 

Semivowels are written with the symbol of their vowel counterpart, with the addition of a ‘hardness’ marker below. Hence, the semivowel counterpart of i [i] is y . 
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CONSONANTS 
 
Like the vowels, the consonants are composed of combinations of symbols that indicate both the manner and the position of articulation (in the case of the alveolars, the position is implied by the lack of marker).  
 
Sonorants are indicated with a short symbol with the same height as the vowel indicator (except the nasals, which have a high stroke to show that they also act as obstruents), but with a tail below the main line. The 
approximants have a short tail, the other sonorants a long tail. 
Laterals are indicated with a forward swirl. 
Obstruents (including the nasals, which are both sonorants and obstruents) are indicated with an high stroke. The fricatives are indicated with a high upward stroke and a low descending tail. The plosives are indicated with a 
high upward stroke and no tail. Sibilants are indicated by a low, backward-sweeping curl. 
Non-pulmonic obstruents are indicated with a curl at the top of the upward stroke. The ejectives are indicated with a small horizontal stroke through the upward stroke. The nasal click is indicated with a backward leaning nasal 
symbol incorporated into the upward stroke (this backward-leaning nasal symbol is also placed after vowels to indicate nasalization – the symbol leans over the vowel). 

Voiceless consonants are indicated with a ‘hardness’ marker below them. Hence: [d] d and [t] t , and [z] z and [s] s . 
The glottal fricatives (the h’s) are true glottals (as in Arabic). The symbols for pure phonation (as in the h’s used in English), are h (unvoiced) and hÄ (voiced). 

 

   Labial 

qõ 
Coronal 

kõ / õ / õK 
Dorsal 

õQ 
Radical 

õP 
Glottal 

õY 
   Bilabial 

qõ 

Labio-
dental 

qÀõ 

Dental 

kÀõ 

Alveolar 

õ / kõ* 

Post-
alveolar 

õK 

Retroflex 

õKÀ 
Alveolo-
palatal 

õKÈ 

Palatal 

õQÈ 
Velar 

õQ 

Uvular 

õQÀ 
Pharyngeal 

õPÀ 
Epiglottal 

õP 

                

 
Sonorants 

Approximant 

R 
 w qÀR kÀR R RK RKÀ RKÈ RQÈ j RQÀ RPÀ RP RY 

Lateral Approximant 

l 
 ql qÀl kÀl l lK lKà lKÈ lQÈ lQ lQÀ lPÀ lP lY 

Nasal 

n 
 m qÀn kÀn n nK nKÀ nKÈ nQÈ N nQÀ nPÀ nP nY 

Tap/Flap 

r 
 qr qÀr kÀr r rK rKÀ rKÈ rQÈ rQ rQÀ rPÀ rP rY 

Lateral Flap 

rL 
 qrL qÀrL kÀrL rL rLK rLKÀ rLKÈ rLLQÈ rLQ rLQÀ rLPÀ rLP rLY 

Trill 

F 
 qF qÀF kÀF F FK FKÀ FKÈ FQÈ FQ FQÀ FPÀ FP FY 
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Obstruents Fricative 

D 
 v qÀD kÀD D DK DKÀ DKÈ DQÈ G DQÀ DPÀ DP DY 

Lateral Fricative 

DL 
 vL qÀDL kÀDL DL DLK DLKÀ DLKÈ DLQÈ DLQ DLQÀ DLPÀ DLP DLY 

Sibilant Fricative 

z 
 qz qÀz kÀz z zK zKÀ zKÈ zQÈ zQ zQÀ zPÀ zP zY 

Plosive/Stop 

d 
 b qÀd kÀd d dK dKÀ dKÈ dQÈ g dQÀ dPÀ dP dY 

Non-
Pulmonic 
Obstruents 

Implosive 

M 
 qM qÀM kÀM M MK MKÀ MKÈ MQÈ MQ MQÀ MPÀ MP MY 

Ejective 

B 
 qB qÀB kÀB B BK BKÀ BKÈ BQÈ BQ BQÀ BPÀ BP BY 

Ejective Fricative 

V 
 qV qÀV kÀV V VK VKÀ VKÈ VQÈ VQ VQÀ VPÀ VP VY 

Lateral Ejective 
Fricative 

VL 

 qVL qÀVL kÀVL VL VLK VLKÀ VLKÈ VLQÈ VLQ VLQÀ VLPÀ VLP VLY 

Sibilant Ejective 
Fricative 

Ç 

 qÇ qÇ kÀÇ Ç ÇK ÇKÀ ÇKÈ ÇQÈ ÇQ ÇQÀ ÇPÀ ÇP ÇY 

Click 

X 
 qX qÀX kÀX X XK XKÀ XKÈ XQÈ XQ XQÀ XPÀ XP XY 

Nasal Click 

ñ 
 qñ qÀñ kÀñ ñ ñK ñKÀ ñKÈ ñQÈ ñQ ñQÀ ñPÀ ñP ñY 

Lateral Click 

Ñ 
 qÑ qÀÑ kÀÑ Ñ ÑK ÑKÀ ÑKÈ ÑQÈ ÑQ ÑQÀ ÑPÀ ÑP ÑY 

* The coronal position indicator for alveolars is only used when it is necessary to specifically indicate the alveolar position, such as for co-articulated sounds in which one of two points of articulation is alveolar. Otherwise, the 
default manner for transcribing alveolars is without any position indicator. 
 
NOTE When a sound (vowel or consonant) is followed by a another from the same position (that is to say, that takes the same position symbol, such as front vowels and labial consonants, or back vowels and dorsal consonants), 
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the indicator is used only on the first within a set for front sounds (because the indicator precedes the first sound), or the last on back sounds (as the back indicator is always placed behind the manner of articulation indicator in 
back sounds), and the manner symbols are joined. 
 

Example: vanquish [ˈvæŋkɪʃ] ( vqx<èNcWkxùz=K ) = v%xè<n%t̂Wkxùz=K 
 

CO-ARTICULATED CONSONANTS 

 

Continuants 

 

ʍ wôQ 
w wQ 
ɥ̊ qRôQÈ 
ɥ qRQÈ 
ɫ klQ 

 

Occlusives 

 

k͡p pQ 
ɡ͡b bQ 
ŋ͡m mQ 
ɧ T=KQ 
t͡p kp 
d͡b kb 
n͡m km 
q͡ʡ tQÀP 
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PUNCTUATION 
 

Roman 
Symbol 

Roman name Description Lierean Script symbol Notes Keyboard 

      

’ apostrophe -decimal separator õ-õ  - 

( ) brackets -marks used to enclose words, to add supplementary 
information (õ)  (o) 

[ ] brackets (secondary) -marks used to enclose words, to add supplementary 
information _ õ _  _ o _ 

[ ] brackets -narrow transcription in phonetic  - õ -  - o - 

: colon -indicates explanation õ _ õ  o _ o 

, comma -separates words õ,õ  o,o 

  -separates parts of sentence õ,õ  o,o 

– dash -sets off source of quotes _ õ     _ o 

... ellipsis -indicates omission of section of text or of word õ ___ õ  o ___ o 

  -indicates trail-off in silence õ ---  o --- 

¡ ! exclamation mark -indicates emphatic phrase ! õ -placed before phrase ! o 

. full stop/period -ends sentence õ.õ  o.o 

  -marks initials/abbreviations õ:  o: 

  -decimal separator (fractions) õ:õ  o:o 

- hyphen -joins words õ-õ  o-o 

  -separates syllables for short pauze õ_õ  o_o 

  -divides words into parts at end of line õ_  o_ 
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  -syllable separator in narrow phonetic transcriptions õ-õ  o-o 

¿ ? question mark -indicates interrogative phrase ? õ -placed before phrase ? o 

‘ ’ quotation marks -indicates direct speech ‘õ’  ‘o’ 

  -indicates quotation  “õ”  “o” 

; semicolon -separates major sentence elements õ -- õ  o – o 

/ slash -replaces ‘or’ õ / õ  o / o 

 underline -highlights word or phrase õ  O 

 
NUMBERS 

0 0 5 `5 
1 1 6 `6 
2 2 7 `7 
3 3 8 `8 
4 4 9 `9 

 

10 10 15 1`5 
11 11 16 1`6 
12 12 17 1`7 
13 13 18 1`8 
14 14 19 1`9 
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00 00 50 `50 
10 10 60 `60 
20 20 70 `70 
30 30 80 `80 
40 40 90 `90 

 

100 100 
1000 1-000 

10 000 10-000 
100 000 100-000 

 1 000 000 1-000-000 
 

When numbers 5, 6, 7, 8, or 9 are followed by another number between 5 and 9, the ` is dropped all but the first in the set, as the bar atop 

the number connects to the previous number to indicate that it is also from the 5 to 9 set. 
 

For example, 1971 is not written as 1`9`71, but as 1`971.   
 
KEYBOARD LAYOUT 

` `  ~ ~ nasalization 

1 1  ! !  

2 2  @ @ joiner 

3 3  # # joiner 
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4 4  $ $ joiner 

5 5  % % joiner –200 

6 6  ^ ^ joiner -250 

7 7  & & joiner (|) -200 

8 8  * * joiner (|) -250 

9 9  ( ( front bracket 

0 0  ) ) back bracket 

- - hyphen _ _ dash 

= = roundness 
(vowels)  
–single stroke 

+ + joiner (|) -200 

q q labial marker Q Q dorsal marker 

w w  W W  

e e  E E  

r r  R R  

t t  T T  

y y  Y Y glottal marker 

u u  U U  

i i  I I  

o o  O O  

p p  P P radical marker 



Lierean Script    lÍrkxùxn scrkxùpt 
 
 

[ [ labial joiner { { (-200) 

] ] coronal joiner } } (-250) 

a a  A A  

s s  S S  

d d  D D  

f f  F F  

g g  G G  

h h  H H aspiration marker 

j j  J J rhotacization 
marker 

k k coronal marker   
-front 

K K coronal marker 
-back 

l l alveolar lateral 
approximant 

L L lateralization 
marker 

; ; roundness 
(vowels)  
–double stroke 

: :  

‘ ‘ quotation mark “ “  

\  space -125 | |  

z z sibilant fricative Z Z  

x x  X X click 

c c  C C  

v v  V V ejective fricative 

b b  B B ejective 
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n n  N N  

m m  M M implosive 

, ,  < < primary stress 
-for single stroke 

. .  > > primary stress 
-for double stroke 

/ /  ? ?  

      

á á  Á Á  

é é  É É  

í í  Í Í  

ó ó  Ó Ó  

ú ú  Ú Ú  

   Ý Ý  

à à for single stroke 

(a) 
À À for double stroke 

(A) 
è è for single stroke È È for double stroke 

 

ì ì for single stroke Ì Ì for double stroke 
 

ò ò for single stroke Ò Ò for double stroke 
 

ù ù for single stroke Ù Ù for double stroke 
 

â â for single stroke Â Â for double stroke 
 

ê ê extra high tone  
-for single stroke 

Ê Ê extra high tone  
-for double stroke 
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î î high tone 
-for single stroke 

Î Î high tone 
-for double stroke 

ô ô low tone 
-for single stroke 

Ô Ô low tone 
-for double stroke 

û û extra low tone 
-for single stroke 

Û Û extra low tone 
-for double stroke 

ä ä ‘hardness’ marker 
(extra short vowel 
/ semivowel / 
consonantal 
voicelessness) 
-for single stroke 

Ä Ä ‘hardness’ marker 
(extra short vowel / 
semivowel / 
consonantal 
voicelessness) 
-for double stroke 

ë ë vowel 
voicelessness 
marker 
-for single stroke 

Ë Ë vowel voicelessness 
marker 
-for double stroke 

ï ï ‘hardness’ marker 
(consonantal 
voicelessness:  
-1000) 
-for single stroke 

Ï Ï ‘hardness’ marker 
(consonantal 
voicelessness:  
-1000) 
-for double stroke 

ö ö vowel centralizer 
(ə) 

Ö Ö upstep 

ü ü silencer Ü Ü downstep 

ã ã optional marker Ã Ã rising 

õ õ (for examples) Õ Õ falling 

ñ ñ nasal click Ñ Ñ lateral click 

ç ç affricate marker Ç Ç sibilant ejective 
fricative 

å å secondary stress 
-for single stroke 

Å Å secondary stress 
-for double stroke 
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Sample texts 
 
Lierean Script for English - broad transcription, in the Received Pronunciation 
 

xì}Q\l hkxùäÚmxn b*|>ÂkxùNz a}Qrü bxì}Qrün frI qxènd Ít@Wxl kxùn dkx<ùgnkxùtkxù xnd rayts.Dqxòkxäù a}Qr kxùndáxùäKd wQkxùD rÍzxn qxènd t@á=QnsKxns qxènd s%xùKd qxèct txwQx<ì}Qrüdz [R@xìQn xnx<ìQDxrü kxùn x spkxù<rkxùt xìQqÀD brx<ìQDxrühxùKd. 
 
_ a<}Qrütkxùcl 1 xìQqÀD Dx kxùäÚnkxùqÀD|>rüsxl declxrqx<òkxäùsKxn xìQqÀD hkxùäÚmxn rayts 
 
 
Lierean Script - narrow transcription, in the Received Pronunciation 
 

- dYx=ì}QklQ hÄkxùäx<â=}Qmxn b*|>ÂkxùNz a}Q bx=ì}Qn fR=KI xnd Ít@xâ=äQxl kxùn dkx<ùgnkxùtkxù xnd R=Kayts.Dqxòkxäù a}QR=K kxùndáxùä=Kd wQkxùD R=KÍzn xnd cHá=Qns=Kxns xnd s=Kxd qxèct tHxwQx=<ì}Qdz [R@xìQn xnx<ìQDx kxùn x spkxù<R=Kkxùt xìQqÀD bR=Kx<ìQDxhÄx=ùKd - 
 
- dYa<}QtkxùcklQ [R@xìQn xìQqÀD Dx kxùäx<â=}QnkxùqÀD|>sxklQ declxR=Kqx<òkxäùsKxn xìQqÀD hÄkxùäx<â=}Qmxn R=Kayts - 

 
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards 
one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 
 
- Article 1 of the Univeral Declaration of Human Rights 
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